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(left) Chef Chemin Fer, Clarence Smith, Raleigh, 
N.C., stops Star Printing Plant tour hospital. 
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Bond) arrives with Louisiana Voyageurs for 
bicycle presentation. 
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MAIL BAG 


group University Cincinnati players broadcast 
the story Mary Reed’s life the series “Courageous 
Women,” sponsored Lydia Pinkham’s Compound, 
over radio station WLW March 19. 

Mary Reed was Ohio woman who went India 
missionary 1884 and later contracted Hansen’s disease. 
After furlough the United States she returned 
India and recovered from the disease. She devoted the rest 
her life caring for H.d. patients and lived eighty- 
nine years old. 

thought this story carried too much emotion and 
pathos. would have been fine thing they had followed 
with the modern version the disease, given 
THE STAR. 

Mary Lewis, R.N. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
The radio interpretation was probably based the 

Kodachrome sound film, “Mary Reed,” circulated The 

American Leprosy Missions, Inc., for promotional pur- 

poses. When this film was shown Carville December, 

1948, the Patients’ Federation asked the Mission with- 

draw the film “until can altered convey helpful 

rather than baleful impression.” 

THE STAR suggested epilogue containing some 
the constructive statements given Dr. Kellersberger 
the Mission, supporting the modern approach the 
problem. 


Ed. 


have read with interest your February issue THE 
STAR which carried article pertaining Dr. Naka- 
mura’s cultivation leprosy bacilli. There was consider- 
able mis-quotation, always happens newspaper arti- 


cles when the lay press attempts interpret scientific 
fndings. Therefore, present you the facts know 
them. 

claim was made that Dr. Nakamura had been the first 
isolate the bacillus, presumably the causative agent 
Hansen’s disease. all know, course, that this hap- 
pened long ago. Dr. Nakamura has attempted culture 
the bacillus and reported that this had been done success- 
fully. His work had been confirmed, the fourth gener- 
ation only, number laboratories Japan. Beyond 
that, continued cultivation has not been consistent, although 
“by chance” two instances one laboratory succeeded 
carrying the cultures beyond the fourth generation. Why 
the results have not been consistent not know. 

Dr. Carpenter, University California, was interested 
preliminary reports well Dr. Wilbar. Dr. Car- 
penter failed confirm the work some sample cultures 
and requested that the mucin used Dr. Nakamura 
sent him, would like again attempt confirm the 
method. was erroneously informed that had suc- 
ceeded confirming the work Dr. Nakamura following 
his receipt the mucin. regret very much the premature 
publication this work the lay press, and the misin- 
formation which was attributed me. 

Crawford Sams, Brigadier General, Medical Corps 

General Headquarters 

Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers 

Public Health and Welfare Section 

APO 500 

THE STAR reprinted INS news dispatch and then 
commented upon it. are glad get this information 
from General Sams himself and correct any erroneous 
information the INS dipatch gave implied. 


Facts That You Should Know About Hansen’s Disease 


“In order that leprosy may dealt with successfully comprehensive scale and before any large proportion early 
cases will come voluntarily for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the disease. Any 
scheme for the control leprosy will depend for its success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo Egypt, March 1938. 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater infants and 
voung children, and decreases with age. also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. the United 
States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Texas and 
Florida. Outside these states, Hansen’s disease rarely 
communicated contacts that from the public health stand- 
point might considered practically non-communic- 
able disease. The hospital Carville was founded fifty- 
four years ago. date not single member the medical 
nursing staff has contracted the disease. 


Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not com- 
parable with those they would take dealing with diphtheria, 
typhoid and other communicable diseases. 


Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take 
any special precautions. Children under are not admitted. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
for periods month. 


FACTS, based actual experience over long 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 


proof the remoteness the communicability Hansen’s 
disease. 


Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that determined, the 6,000 
year old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital. This done only gesture 
respect the unconvinced and not because there any necessity for it. 


THE STAR its entirety hand-set patients. This activity open all interested patients. 
Prints pictures appearing THE STAR may purchased from Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 
Subscribers, kindly notify change address. THE STAR cannot forwarded. 
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Looking into the age-misted mirror you could see the 
blond from U., who was doing research for 
term paper, drinking coffee and toying with the idea 
adding calorie-packed cinnamon bun her full-bloomed 
figure. Craning neck fraction the left managed 
move the almond-shaped spot where the silver had 
flecked away from the mirror over the blond’s left ear. 
had the appearance putting hole her head which 
she needed just about much she needed that bun.to 
make her fortifications more formidable. Getting into the 
spirit the game did some more experimenting and 
tried making the spot into third eye the middle her 
forehead. This didn’t improve her appearance gave 
and with little maneuvering managed bring 
spider web minute cracks into focus her face and 
made exotic montage her features. 

This rainy day sport gone now. The mirror gone. 
Gone, too, are the hodge-podge furnishings the old 
Canteen. The precariously balanced stools which George 
bowled over like ten pins with the ball, when 
chose share the morning paper with his coffee rather 
than George’s conversation. The lone table missing 
also. The one that had been initialed and scarred the 
pen knives characters who are only legendary our 
memories now. 

their place set down fairy Godfather the 
latest snack bars, cushioned stools, and six chartreuse 
leather booths, shading harmoniously into the newly 
painted pale green walls. These improvements flowered 
idea four years ago the mind Bill Richardson, 
our first director community activities. Out his fer- 
tile imagination came dinner and dance nook decorated 
circus motif natural bayou setting with little 
the Frank Lloyd Wright architectural influence with limbs 
from giant oaks entering through the walls and draping 
Spanish moss over the secluded corners. Somewhere the 


The Canteen owned and operated the Patients’ Federation. 


provides employment for patients and supplies funds with which the 
organization supports the community life for Carville. 


Miracles Through the Mirror 


intervening years between the idea and the ordering and 
arrival the equipment adaptations have become neces- 
sary meet with the accomodations limited space and 
the restrictions Patients’ Federation finances for hiring 
more employees. The present arrangement has moved the 
grocery, meat, and gift departments into space formerly 
used for storage and the previous operating place the 
Canteen now being used for the dinette. 

Both clerks and customers are complimentary the 
new conveniences for shopping. The refrigeration units 
also have permitted the introduction new luxuries 
dairy products and frozen foods. But like skeleton the 
closet huge monster hides the kitchen. Any reader 
THE EGG AND would recognize instantly de- 
scendant the wood-burning demon which constantly 
challenged the heroine. This relative the last word 
gas-burning stoves, selected because the natural gas line 
which inching its way towards our gates. Unfortunately, 
the tortoise pace has determined that natural gas will not 
available for another two years and bids are now 
out for the installation butane system. Meanwhile, the 
tantalizing odors which customarily emanate from the 
kitchen are missing, since the old and faithful double elec- 
tric burner was removed make way for the new range. 
Try may find the father who chose this orphan 
one willing claim the credit. Like Topsy, the orphan 
just grew and its beautiful expanse ten burners, grill, 
oven, broiler, toaster and warming space which would 
probably serve the needs the Waldorf’s cafe seems 
have awed all concerned into silence. 

One could almost wax poetical over the new grandeur, 
but always there will regrets for our antique heirlooms 
mellowed with the patina old memories and scarred 
with the anxieties crises and exuberant moments 
triumph. remember Jack working over the grill 
while waiting for the Board decide his discharge, 
neatly wrapping hamburger toast with everything, 
and then dashing out the kitchen two minutes later 
snatch from the hands startled customer because 
had forgotten include the meat. The mirror yes, 
remember the mirror and remember the ten cent 
piece, scotch taped its surface with explanatory note: 


“Manuel was patient here, 
for nigh seven years, 
Led the line with cheer 
When someone set beers. 
Printer’s devil became 
With ink behind his ears, 
Discharge came claim his name 
This printer without fears. 
Back came despite his fame 
‘Just visit you, dear.’ 
‘Set for the boys, Mame,’ 
His call came loud and clear. 
Prince among fellows, 
Man without peers, 
This the first time spent dime 
Here, there anywhere.” 


Key Pitt 
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THAT THE QUESTION 


bet $10.00 there leprosarium the 
Win?” That the question asked Pvt. William 
APO, San Francisco, the Feb., 1950, issue True 
the “Man Man” answers column. 

Since you are reader THE STAR you know that 
Pvt. Culp won his bet; but did you know that addition 
the Carville hospital there are six other hospitals for 
the treatment Hansen’s disease, maintained the 
United States and the Territories, with about 950 patients 
annual cost $3,000,000 more less, according 
information Notes From The Medical Department, 
Leonard Wood Memorial. 


The Leonard Wood Memorial list Hansen’s disease 


Marine Hospital, Carville, La.: Operated 
the U.S. Public Health Service. Established 1894 and 
operated the State Louisiana until 1921 when was 
purchased the Federal Government. The Sisters 
Charity provided domestic care and nursing services 
under contract during state ownership and have since 
provided nursing services. 1941 the institution was 
almost completely rebuilt cost $2,500,000. There are 
facilities for 480 ambulatory and hospitalized patients. 
The number present under care approximately 390. 
Has resident physicians. During the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1949, the cost was $1,456,207. This 
represents daily cost $10.16 per patient. (Data cost 
from letter Medical Director from Mr. Bunch, 
Assistant Chief for Administration, Division Hospi- 
tals. Public Health Service, dated July 21, 1949.) 


Palo Seco Leprosarium, Canal Zone: Operated the 
Panama Canal. During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1949, 
there was daily average 114.1 patients, with total 
41,628 patient days for the year. The gross cost mainte- 
nance during that period was $128,714 $3.09 per patient 
day. Revenues for this same period amounted $49,041 
making net expense $79,673 for the year, which borne 
the United States Government. (Information given 
letter from the Chief Health Officer, Canal Zone, the 
Medical Director. August 17, 1949.) Has resident staff. 

Leprocomio Trujillo Alto, Puerto Rico: Operated 
the Department Health, Government Puerto Rico. 
Opened 1926 which time patients were transfer- 
red from the old institution Cabras Island. Approxi- 
mately patients present. resident physician. About 
$80,000 spent annually the operation the Leproco- 
mio. (Letter the Medical Director from Mr. Pa- 
lacios, General Administrator, Department Health, 
Puerto Rico, August 18, 1949.) 


Tinian Leprosarium, Marianas, Trust Territory 
the Pacific: Operated the Navy. Established 
September, 1948, when patients were brought from Yap 
the Carolinas where they had been collected the Ja- 
panese. October, 1949, there were patients from the 
Marianas, Marshalls, and Eastern and Western Carolinas. 
Staff: one Naval medical officer, warrant officer, corps- 
men, native nurses. Operating cost not yet stabilized, but 
will probably about $100,000 annually. (Information 
from Navy, February, 1950.) 

Territory Hawaii: The Territorial Government 
Hawaii maintains the Kalaupapa Settlement Molokai 
Island with about 270 patients. There 50-bed hospital 
Kalaupapa with resident staff. The annual expend- 
iture the Territory for leprosy control appoximately 
$1,250,000. Since 1917 the Territory has spent more than 
$16,000,000 for leprosy work. (Information from Mr. 


Sady, Department the Interior, July, 1949.) 

Leprosarium Christiansted, St. Croix, Virgin 
Islands: Operated the Department the Interior. 
Established 1888. Danish period 1888-1917. New lep- 
rosarium built 1910. Cares for patients from the 
Virgin Islands. Approximately patients the institu- 
tion present. resident physician. Between 1931 and 
1940, patients were admitted. The annual expenditure 
for maintenance approximately $18,000. (Information 
from Mr. Mason Barr, Department the Interior, Feb- 
ruary, 1950.) 


Since the above list was prepared Hale Mohalu, new 
Hansen’s disease hospital, has been opened the Ter- 
ritory Hawaii near the city Honolulu. 


The got the Virgin Islands from Denmark and this 
Marine Hospital got one its latest patients from 
the 

Arriving May Day, flew 2,000 miles from the Carib- 
bean admitted here for plastic and hand surgery, 
not available him the leprosarium Christiansted, 
St. Croix, from which was discharged ofter thirteen 
years isolation. 

The new patient loves sports and almost immediately 
took softball game. declared, “This Heaven 
compared the St. Croix leprosarium.” 

heard about Carville several years ago when friend 
the States sent him copy THE STAR. “It made 
realize what lacked,” said, “and made mind 
then and there that some way, and soon possible, 
manage get Carville.” This determination was 
strengthened when talked with Dr. Johansen, 
Carville Chief, who made official inspection the St. 
Croix leprosarium 1947. 

has been said prominent leprologist that the 
location the St. Croix leprosarium disgrace the 
American flag. adjacent rum factory, the fumes 
from which are disagreeable and discolor the buildings. 


Carville, La. April Patients this hospital con- 
tributed $131.75 the annual fund raising drive the 
American Cancer Society. Mrs. Aline Stribbling, presi- 
dent the local unit the American Legion auxiliary was 
charge patient contributions. 


Reports from the hardy group people who served 
census takers throughout the S., include such exploits 
interviewing flag pole sitters, cave dwellers and light- 
house keepers. They were bitten dogs, hit with ham- 
mers and chased bees. There was reversal the 
normal proceedure here, which itself not unusual. 
The census takers sat comfortably behind desk whlie the 
patients went contribute their statistics. violence has 
been reported and far can determined only two 
questions gave the census takers trouble. For the women 
was the question, “Age?”; for the men the disagreement 
came when the census takers insisted answering the 
question, “Who the head your household,” with the 


All This Louisiana, new book Frances Parkin- 
son Keyes, carries “camera illustration” this 


Marine Hospital, along with coffee-tasting, provincial cel- 
ebratings and the industries. 
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Meet Ghef Smith 
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recent years has been the happy custom for the top 
man the Forty and Eight, honor society the American 
Legion, include visit Carville while making his 
official call the Grand Voiture Louisiana. April 
17, Chef Chemin Fer Clarence Smith, Raleigh, 
N.C., (above) brought greetings comradeship from the 
100,000 Voyageurs Militaire throughout the country the 
veterans, members our all-patient American Legion 
Post, and the members our Voiture Locale 902. 

informal meeting the Club Lounge, Chef Smith, 
overseas veteran,said, always feel especially home 
when visit the boys hospitals because when was 
private World War was assigned the medical 
corps and was stationed base hospital.” Carville vets 
felt “especially home” with Chef Smith for that 
kind fellow. They presented him with souvenir al- 
bum containing pictorial story this hospital which 
the Chef declared would “show off” Voyageurs 
every opportunity. The Chef has many such opportunities 
travels the country visiting Voitures, north, south, 
east and west. 

Chef Smith pledged his continued personal interest 
Carville’s problems and the enthusiastic support 
Societe des Quarante Hommes Huit Chevaux THE 
STAR, Forty and project official adoption 
the National Voiture Activities Committee. 

The Chef Chemin Fer and his party were luncheon 
guests Dr. and Mrs. Johansen. 


OUR COVER 


April, less than week’s time, had the privilege 
meeting Chef Chemin Fer, Clarence Smith, 
Raleigh, N.C., and Sous Chef Chemin Fer, 
Clark, Chattanooga, Tenn., this year’s national leaders 
the Forty and 

Chef Smith, was accompanied the Carville trip 
Edgar Wright, Centreville, Miss., Cheminot National 
Passe and Pender, Cheminot National Alternate; 
Wesley Wirtz and Bonnette all Baton Rouge. 
Joey standing with the group Voyageurs and Ann 
Page facing them, expressingly our appreciation the 
Chef and his party for THE STAR printing equipment 

The locomotive Voiture Locale 340, Baton Rouge, 


brought the Voyageurs our Recreation building for the 
bicycle presentation. Sous Chef Chemin Fer, 
Clark had with him large group which included the 
following Louisiana Voyageurs: Howard Bond, Grand 
Chef, and his daughter, and Lloyd Adams, Grand Corres- 
pondant all New Orleans; Watts, Grand Aumo- 
nier, Davis and Chas. Nelson, Hammond; Frank 
Russell, Acosta, Spann and Burns, Chef 
Gare, Voiture 349 Baton Rouge. Also included the 
picture are local Voyageurs. 


Being Texan enjoy indulging confabs which point 
our state not only the biggest but the best the 
Union. However, there have been times when was com- 
pletely the query, “Why don’t you ever brag 
about STAR subscriptions from Texas?” would 
have been admission defeat truthful reply, just 
can’t interest them our educational campaign” 
subterfuge has been choice bit local gossip which has 
never failed yet. Each such experience would make 
more determined try even harder interest Texas 
Voyageurs our work. Reams letters have rolled out 
typewriter those 8ers had either met had 
corresponding acquaintance with but this only served 
sustain the interest those who had been helpful 
through the years. 

Early February, was going through the daily mail, 
ripped open one envelope which bore the return address 
Henry Palmie, Grand Chef Gare, San Antonio, 
Texas. The farther read the more interested became 
for Henry Palmie was requesting subscription blanks and 
STARs for the Grand Cheminots meeting Austin, 
scheduled for Feb. 18. This looked like just the opening 
had been wanting, along with the material went per- 
sonal letter Texans requesting them subscribe such 
volume that bit bragging would order. 

Craig Laine, Grand Voiture Chairman Activities, 
Fort Worth, read the letter the delegates and the entire 
assembly put their names the dotted line. Our friend, 
visit here some time ago, accepted the temporary chair- 
manship for STAR subscriptions and letters with Texas 
postmarks became frequent occurrences. don’t want 
give figures this far ahead the annual report but want 
report that the Texas Voyageur, editor Fred Rous- 
seaux, carried two articles about our publication its cur- 
rent issue. also mimeographed bulletin outlining the 
purposes THE STAR which carried subscription 
blank and sent all members Voiture 163, Houston. 


There was note Christmas greeting from Harold 
“Hap” Reilly, Chef Chemin Fer, passe, Detroit, 
telling watch Michigan this year. didn’t think too 
much about until letters from that state began descend- 
ing me. Think some the other states had better look 
their laurels Michigan will assume new position 
the annual tally. 


profession only natural that should more than 
casually interested our machine. well acquainted 
with the (high cost linotype) parts and equipment. 
When this machine reached us, George began devising 
means raising some money help keep opera- 
tion. His Legion post approved plan for some game 
parties and dint hard work and faithful attendance 
they were able send nice check. The linotype 
old one and, were not for Roland and Samu’s ingenuity, 


A.P, 
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“Wreck” Brings Carville Traffic Jam 


new motor has now been added Hank’s hot-rod. 


Hank’s hot-rod drew sputtering stop and with 
convulsive cough settled into silence which was shattered 
the stuttering shriek his Klaxon horn. Helping his 
pert companion her sheer pink organdy into the sidecar 
his motorized version playboy’s velocipede, they 
set off rapid pace “brisk” Godfrey’s tea along 
the bustling winding paths race for the choicest 
parking place, and leading the van, with peanuts hand, 
they settled their places for the announcement the 
band, that the silver screen attraction for the night was 
hand. 


Parking places any community gathering spot have 
become scarce hen’s teeth and the five miles 
corridors have become perilous promenade for pedestri- 
ans since “honest Mike, the used bike man” obtained his 
dealership and has started distribute cycles for the 
recently organized American Legion, bicycle ex- 
change. This enterprise was first considered last fall when 
the local head, Mike Padilla, discussed the subject 
with Grand Chef Gare, Howard Bond, and became 
official project the Grande Voiture Louisiane, 
after discussion the informal Cheminot held Shreve- 
port, January 14. Percy Cambre represented our group 
this meeting and informed those gathered that some 
the bicycles being used years ago when first came 
work the hospital were still use. The then 
expanded their goal the number bikes sought. 
Following this, Chef Gare Padilla took census all 
who wanted bicycles and the order for them was 
filled almost before the campaign was started. With 
announcements newspapers and over the radio, “oper- 
ation bicycles” was launched. 


Mike Acosta, Chairman the Carville hospital re- 
habilitation committee, for Voiture Locale 340, 
Baton Rouge, spearheaded the drive that city announc- 
ing the newspapers: “We know that Baton Rouge, 
garages, attics, cellars and other storage are discarded 
boys’, girls’, and grown-ups’ bicycles that folks have dis- 
liked throwing away and would gladly donate this 
worthy cause.” had bikes his hands almost 
once. Some these Mike rounded from the stolen and 
abandoned bicycles recovered and impounded the 
Baton Rouge Police Department. who knows what 
moment visitor might catch sight his long lost bike 
and set off hot pursuit one our males. Other 
Voitures contributing were No. 1038 Houma with 


bikes and Voiture No. 137 Shreveport which 
furnished the balance. the day before presentation, 
George Rollosson, Grand Chef Train, from Crowley 
arrived with four new bikes and the announcement that 
the Crowley Voiture had sent four more bicycles the 
children Carville veterans California. Mr. Rollos- 
son also secured the aid the state Trade Schoo!s and 
some private trade schools repairing and painting 
the used bikes with each Voiture furnishing 
parts. National vice-commander Clark Chattanooga, 
Tenn., was among the twenty-five present when 
Howard Bond made the presentation front the Re- 
creation Hall, Sunday, April 23. 


Bicycles, once luxury Carville, became near 
necessity when the unyielding concrete walks replaced 
the springy wooden corridors. has been estimated that 
normally active patient must walk seven miles day, 
between the cafeteria, infirmary, etc. Before the arrival 
these bicycles those available were used with ingenuity 
make for the necessity, and was not 
see the younger generation, like knights off joust with 
the fishing pole lances, flying down the back ramps 
fish the drainage ditches, two and three bike and 
like not the smallest the lot standing erect, balanced 
the luggage carrier like bareback performer 
circus. Ingenuity has shown up, too, the home-made 
conversions the two wheel speedsters into three whee! 
family models. 

The opening the lake and the boating season have 
brought adaptations old frames and wheels into boat 
trailers. The tandem has solved the needs THE STAR’s 
editor for exercise. With Vic guiding the steed, takes 
the back seat and provides the locomotive power. date 
there has been reduction the edifice has developed 
around his middle, but does keep him the pink and 
occasionally the black and blue, Vic with devil-may- 
care attitude, accepts all challenges, discounts gravitation 
and aero-dynamics, and refuses recognize the limita- 
tion man. 

More bicycles are scheduled come from Voitures 
New Orleans, Lafayette, Houma, and others yet 
named until every patient has this means transportation. 
Because the excellent response the looking for 
suggestions other worthy groups which might need 
bicycles. 


NOTICE 
THE STAR’s telephone number Carville 1502. 
can reached Monday through Friday from 8:30 A.M. 
2:30 P.M. and Saturday until noon. After these hours 
and Sunday can reached Carville 1511. 
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Note: THE STAR has number very good friends 
the medical profession. These doctors are one with 
our objective have the medical world accept the phrase 
communicable,” they have classified Hansen’s 
disease, not only paper, but practice. 

Dr. Lendrum, M.D., Ph.D., associate professor 
medicine, College Medicine, University Illinois, 
wrote, “Each day any large hospital contains many pa- 
tients with ailments much more dangerous, much more dis- 
figuring, much more communicable, and much more 
common than Hansen’s disease.” 

are indebted Dr. Lendrum for directing our at- 
tention the important editorial from the Journal The 
American Medical Association, reprinted below with 
A.M.A’s permission. 

The American Medical Association is, well known, 
very conservative. Because this very conservatism, the 
editorial, especially the portions have italicized, in- 
dicates profoundly important advance. we, even 
individual physician, were say what the A.M.A. has said, 
would not great significance, but find such 
opinion emanating from citadel caution” such the 
official editorial column the Journal the A.M.A. 
headline news. 


EDITORIAL 


Reprinted from: Journal The American Medical Asso- 
ciation, Vol. 142, No. 17, April 29, 1950. 


LEPROSY THE UNITED STATES 


Leprosy (Hansen’s disease) never has been import- 
ant problem Continental United States for the practic- 
ing physician for public health authorities. The total 
number cases that have been reported never has ex- 
ceeded about 500 any time. There are six leprosariums 
maintained the United States and the territories with 
about 950 patients. About 390 patients are the United 
States Marine Hospital, Carville, La. The physician gen- 
erally has left the care patients few specialists 
municipal, state federal institutions. Public health 
authorities generally have removed patients from their 
jurisdiction the United States Marine Hospital. The 
health officer often has been forced this decision 
against his better judgment because the exaggerated 
fear, times amounting almost hysteria, the local 
population. For both practitioner and health officer, these 
attitudes fortunately are process change. 

During the last decade much more hopeful outlook 
respect medical treatment has been effected. Chaul- 
oil and its derivatives, which were the drugs that 
were chiefly used for years, have been discarded, their 
uselessness having been demonstrated the satisfaction 
most students the disease. Much credit for the prospect 
for improved therapy due the work the United 
States Public Service officers the federal hospital 
Carville. Led and inspired the late Dr. Guy Faget, 
this group used gluco-sulfone sodium (Promin), which 
had been tried others without much success human 
tuberculosis. After months discouraging trial, definite 
improvement was observed many cases, result never 
before shown any other therapeutic agent, although 
leprologists generally agree that too early speak 
the new agent definitely curative. Some other mem- 


bers the sulfone group gave similarly encouraging re- 
sults. Some the latter, notably sulfoxone sodium (Dia- 
sone), which recently was acccepted the Council 
Pharmacy and Chemistry the American Medical 
Association, may given mouth. Results with the sul- 
fone drugs put the treatment the disease the hands 
the practicing physician, although most phycisians 
doubt will prefer have the treatment inaugurated 
Carville. 

The changes the public health point view are 
some extent due the development more hopeful 
outlook for sucessful treatment but are associated more 
with somewhat belated recognition certain not widely 
appreciated features epidemiology the disease. There 
are limited areas which the disease tends spread 
the United States, mainly parts Florida, Louisiana 
and Texas. Elsewhere the disease shows little tend- 
ency communicable. California the nearest being 
the exception this generalization. The records show that, 
about 600 cases reported, only probably have been 
infected that state, the remainder having been infected 
elsewhere. New York state and Vermont the lack 
danger infection long has been recognized, and these 
states not require reporting the disease. Massachu- 
setts does not have restrictions concerning minimum pe- 
riods isolation patient and quarantine contacts. 
Ten other states* not have leprosy regulations except 
for notification. The health authorities least some 
these states probably were impressed the experience 
many years which has failed bring light any case 
infection originating New York, and only one was 
discovered Massachusetts, although there have been 
many opportunities for contact with cases this disease 
both states. 

Another influencing factor the recognition that, even 
areas endemic prevalance, only persons discharging 
likely discharge the causative organism are sources 
new infections. Futhermore, becoming increasingly 
accepted that with some exceptions infection likely 
occur only the early years life, although there may 
not clinical manifestations for many years because 
the long incubation latent period. This stresses the 
need for preventing the exposure infants and young 
children. 

With the general acceptance these changing concepts, 
the clinical treatment and the public health management 
leprosy can viewed with more optimism than for- 
merly was possible. these days, when much emphasis 
being placed the organization research and the 
necessity large funds carry on, significant 
recall that the advances control leprosy have been 
made careful clinical observation and epidemiologic 


facts judiciously appraised without special organization 
special financial support. 


*Alabama, Maine, Michigan, Minnesota, New Hampshire, 


New Jersey, North Dakota, Pennsylvania, South Dakota 
and West Virginia. 


Louisiana has one the harshest laws the country 
regarding leprosy. Act 1921, Louisiana Legislature, 
amended, Section 15, paragraph places leprosy the 
same category with Asiatic cholera, bubonic plague, yellow 
fever and smallpox. THE STAR goes press steps 
are under way introduce bill into the current session 
the Louisiana Legislature which would repeal this in- 
justice many years standing. 
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Assignment Alaska 


Dr. Carrozzo, who joined our resident medical 
staff last summer, left May for Alaska four months 
assignment from the Public Health Service. While 
duty here, Dr. Carrozzo did medical “double 
brass.” worked daily our eye, ear, nose and throat 
clinic and was charge our hospital laboratory. 

this writing Dr. Carrozzo’s successor has not been 
announced, least has not arrived the scene. 
Dr. Ferguson New Orleans will continue 
consultant the ENT clinic once-a-week basis. 


BACTERIOLOGIST TRANSFERRED 


Mr. Miller Turner our laboratory staff, who has been 
here since 1942, except for two-year period military 
service, has been transferred the Marine Hospital, 
New Orleans, where will serve bacteriologist. 
understand Mr. Turner’s transfer slated for July 

Unless our laboratory staff strengthened after Mr. 
Turner leaves its personnel will cut down four, 
Sister Hilary Ross, bio-chemist; Gemar, bacteriolo- 
gist, Odom Amedee and Percy Cambre, technicians. 

Dr. Lawrence Swan, director the histopathological 
center the New Orleans Marine Hospital, will continue 
make monthly trip Carville. Dr. Swan acts 
consultant all Public Health Service laboratories 
this area. The laboratory this hospital falls within the 
jurisdiction the New Orleans histopathological center. 

The current issue the /nternational Journal Lep- 
rosy states, “Under newly established policy, the 
Public Health Service establishing regional histopatho- 
logical centers receive and review materials from sta- 
tions within their geographical areas. general, such 
central laboratory will require that all surgical and autopsy 
tissues sent for review and diagnosis, specimens 
turn sent the Armed Forces Institute Patho- 
logy Washington, for opinions and suggestions. 
The centers will then supply the area hospitals and clinics 


with the reports, including those received from Washing- 
ton. 


RUSSIA OFFERED EXILE 


may come surprise know that religion once 
sought freedom Russia but the Mennonites did flee 
Germany find haven under the Czar for the practice 
their religion. Dr. Schmidt, medical missionary for 
the United Mennonite Church spent four days Carville 
May preparing for his return Paraguay where 
will build hospital for the treatment Hansen’s disease. 

Dr. Schmidt’s parents were born Russia and migrated 
Kansas where was born. received his medical 
degree from the Kansas State University, College 
Medicine, and has already had five years experience 
Paraguay. 

The community which will found will token 
appreciation the Paraguayan people from the Mennonite 
Settlers whom Paraguay opened its doors. The American 
Leprosy Missions helping the Mennonites finance the 
establishment the settlement and eventually the settlers 
will take over their own. 


Some our handicapped patients, who have not left 
this hospital many years, are now being taken Sunday 
rides around the countryside the American Legion 
stationwagon. Largely responsible for this splendid project 
Mrs. Campbell, Homer, La., Rehabilitation Chair- 
man the Auxiliary. Local arrangements are 
handled Aline Stribbling, president Marine Hospital 
unit. 


Important New Test 


Dr. Robert Nelson, Jr., will receive the national 
award the American Venereal Disease Association 
Washington this morning for discovering method 
diagnosing syphilis said more exact than the Was- 
sermann test. 

Dr. Nelson research associate bacteriology the 
Department Bacteriology, Johns Hopkins School Hy- 
giene and Public Health. 

Test Sometimes Errs 

Clinical studies conducted the school, co-operation 
with the venereal-disease clinic the Hopkins Hospital, 
show that the immobilization test which Dr. Nelson and 
his associates have developed reveals the presence 
syphilis certain patients with negative Wassermann 
test. 

also shows the absence the disease some patients 
with positive Wassermann. 

The Wassermann test will sometimes show positive 
reaction (thus indicating syphilis) some patients who 
not have syphilis all but have certain other diseases, 
such chicken pox, virus pneumonia, measles, malaria, 
leprosy, and severe cold. 

the studies made date, Dr. Nelson, 
the immobilization test was not positive any such case— 
unless, course, the patients with the other diseases also 
had syphilis. 

Leprosy Patients Studied 

Included the group so-called “false positive re- 
actors” studied the Hopkins scientists were seventy- 
five leprosy patients from the Marine Hospital Carville, 
La. large proportion these cases the Warssermann 
showed positive reaction even when syphilis was not 
present. 

The immobilization test, however, showed syphilis 
only when the patient had the disease. 

Moreover, this test shows the presence syphilis 
some cases where the Wassermann negative, was 
Baltimore, Maryland Sun, April 28, 1950. 
Note: Hansen’s disease there frequently occurs posi- 
tive reactions with the sera patients whose history 
there indication syphilis nor are there noted clini- 
cal findings that disease. The immobilization test 
devised Dr. Nelson certainly most promising and 
may great value differential diagnosis between 
cases simulating both Hansen’s disease and syphilis. 
positive reaction with this new method might justify the 
clinician proceeding with antisyphilitic treatment with- 
out the mental reservation that may uselessly sub- 


jecting the H.d. patient unnecessary even harmful 
measures. 
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Prespassing 


column about the New York State Health Depart- 
ment, date-lined Albany, written David Beetle for 
the Utica (N.Y.) Observer-Dispatch (April 24) contained 
inescapable implication. Headed—“It Costs $13 Million 
Year Guard New York’s Health, Checks 12,000 
Dairy Farms but Lets Lepers Run Around Loose,” the 
column went say: “The New York State Department 
Health quite enterprise. has full stock all 
kinds venomous viruses and bacteria. sends men into 
states inspect 12,000 dairy farms but lets lepers 
around loose. ‘Leprosy isn’t catching this climate 
this time,’ explains.” 

Prima facie evidence proves that columnist Beetle can 
know nothing the real facts about Hansen’s disease 
and the conclusions reached about the most famous 
leprologists and scientists throughout the United States, 
indeed the world. One cannot escape the belief that such 
irresponsible outburst must have some ulterior purpose. 
The Albany columnist may unwitting tool non- 
progressive elements the medical profession who try 
set back the clock science and progress through selfish 
motives; otherwise hard understand why, out 
clear sky, would write article apparently just 
stir leprophobia. 

The New York State Health Department’s regulations 
pertaining Hansen’s disease are based many years 
actual experience the public health management 
this disease that state. Former Deputy Commissioner 
Health for N.Y.State, Dr. James Perkins, declared, 
“Contrary the experience some the southern 
states, Hansen’s disease apparently does not spread 
New York State; know instance which has 
been possible trace case H.d. New York State 
another preceding case H.d. the State.” all cases 
H.d. reported the Health Department New York 
City there was instance any individual who was in- 
fected that city. Reviewing the 131 cases reported the 
Department Health, City New York, the last 
years, was found that none these cases was born 
New York, all were imported. Further, about half the 
131 cases married, and from these unions seventy-four chil- 
dren were born. Despite the fact that they lived with their 
families not single secondary case has developed, 
either children healthy spouse. 

Such irrefutable evidence prompted Dr. McCoy, 
dean American leprologists, state: “In area 
which long experience has shown the risk transmission 
measures are necessary and Hansen’s disease patients may 
permitted continue their usual activities.” 

tant public health problem, Hansen’s disease 
country limited three states, Louisiana, Texas, and 
Florida, where endemic foci exist. Experience has shown 
that outside these states, H.d. rarely communicated 
contacts that from the public health standpoint might 
considered practically noncommunicable disease. 


Says the Hollywood Reporter (April 24), “Columbia 
having trouble getting crew for its leprosy picture be- 
cause the shooting involves entering leprosarium 
Louisiana and the lads are scared.” 

“Utterly without foundation,” says William Dozier, 
Production Chief for Columbia Pictures. “On the contrary 
several the ‘back lot workers’ crew members have 
asked assigned the picture because their enthu- 
siasm for it. Production date tentatively set for the early 
part September.” 


Getting you Told 


Thing Two 


was very kindly and charitable impulse which 
prompted Mrs. Edward Russell Richmond, Quebec, 
collect used Xmas cards sent Hansen’s 
patients the colonies Botsabelo, Maseru, Basutoland, 
South Africa and the Westport Institute, Pretoria, South 
Africa. Figuring she could use few hundred more cards 
Mrs. Russell wrote the Jack Berch Show (11:30 a.m. 
EST NBC) asking Mr. Berch request his listeners 
send their cards. His thirty-second plug (Jan. 
brought overwhelming results. 

heard Mrs. Russell and Jack Berch the April 
broadcast the People. They gave these astonishing 
details: 

Six weeks after Berch’s radio appeal had been made 
Mrs. Russell and the town Richmond were faced with 
the following problems: 370 bags mail weighing. all, 
38,500 pounds. More than $40,000 was spent card donors 
postage alone. Now, course, not know just how 
much the used Xmas cards will mean the 700 pa- 
tients Botsabelo and the 1,200 Westport. but from 
correspondence received, feel sure the need for treat- 
ment sulfones out there Africa very great. And 
while was listening Mrs. Russell and Jack Berch 
being interviewed Dan Seymour the question flashed 
into mind, “How large supply sulfones would 
$40,000 For instance, 1,000 tablets Diasone can 
bought for about $15.30. This would least year’s 
treatment for the average patient. 

Authoritative opinion that less than two percent 
the world’s estimated 5,000,000 H.d. patients are now 
under sulfone treatment the treatment choice which 
means the difference between the disfiguring and blind- 
ness and the comparatively early return the patient 
society minus such distressing effects. 

liberal supply the miracle sulfones every corner 
the globe and educational campaign international 
scope are crying needs for H.d. patients that’s what 
driving at. Somewhere there must Mrs. Russell 
and Jack Berch who could, and would, get this project 
moving the same scale that caused the avalanche 
used Xmas cards descend the Canadian village. 


Not long ago the mail brought troubled letter from 
Robert Carlson, one our C.G’s (Carville grads). 

Because technical involvement, Bob was having im- 
migration problems, although has been the United 
States for many years. The problem was solved satisfac- 
torily Bob was entirely the clear. 

reason for getting you told about this incident 
pass Bob’s expression true patriotism time 
when hear many radio and newspaper reports 
“ism” another kind. 

would not anything knowingly jeopardize 
for me. don’t know any other country intimately 
this one which was brought up. course, 
not great scientist great artist. have talent which 
can offer this great country. only have awareness 
what constitutes good citizen and try live good 
and useful life. It’s hardly endeavor, but great 
privilege me. It’s hard understand those who were 
born with these privileges and later abuse them.” 

S.S. 


When sending checks money orders for subscrip- 
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news that our faithful 
friend, Mrs. Hattie 
Dayries, was selected 
the Baton Rouge Inter- 
Club council re- 
ceive the Golden Deeds 
plaque Baton Rouge’s 
“outstanding citizen” 
the year. Mrs. Dayries, 
East Baton Rouge par- 
ish school 
president Nicholson 
unit, American Legion 
auxiliary and president 
the Louisiana State 
Nurses Association. She 
active Red Cross 
work and the Infantile 
Paralysis Foundation. 
Mrs. Dayries was named 
for the award because 
“many civic gestures and 
activities, out the path 
prescribed duties, for 
the love her fellow 
man.” Special mention 
was made Mrs. Day- 
ries’ activities the Car- 


Along with the “out- 
standing” plaque, Mrs. 
Dayries was presented 
engraved silver serv- 
ing tray. Mrs. 
(Steve) McCormick 
Mrs. Hattie Dayries, shortly after receiving her Golden Deeds award from Charles Manship, Jr., pub- THE STAR 


lisher the and Morning Advocate, sponsors the annual award, thanks the Inter-Civic Club 
council for naming her the “Outstanding Citizen 1949-50” Baton Rouge ceremonies Pallud’s 
Restaurant May 11. Lowry Eastland was the principal speaker. Master ceremonies was Ecton, cale 902, Forty and Eight, 
with Howard Rube, first vice-president the council, welcoming the guests, more than 200 Baton Rouge and the Patients’ Fede- 
civic club representatives. The invocation and benedition were delivered the Rev. Philip Werlein. There ration wired their warm 
was musical entertainment during the dinner. Photo courtesy Baton Rouge Morning Advocate congratulations. 


Flees Before Jap Invaders Gomes Garville 


The Rev. William Stein, Vincentian missionary 
China for eight years, now serving temporary Catho- 
lic chaplain Carville. 1938 Father Stein went live 
Yushan, Kiangsi province South East China, which 
famous for the work done porcelain its artisans. 
The kaolin which found this area and used for making 
the porcelain was also used the priests their dispen- 
sary treatment for dysentery. 

During the Japanese invasion China the missionaries 
and Chinese this area were subjected reprisal raids 

for the assistance they gave some Doolittle’s men. 
They were forced flee the hills and returned their 
duties after the Jap withdrawal. Later Father Stein became 
contact chaplain with the army and with his knowledge 
the territory and the language was able give valuable 
aid our troops. says that medical treatment China 
almost completely lacking except the coastal area. 
Medical attention the interior almost entirely the 
job missionaries and they have been helped the 
sulfa drugs brought the army and through lend lease. 
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THE STAR’S GUEST BOOK 


When Abbott Laboratories WHAT’S NEW magazine, 
featuring Carville, was released October 1948 heard 
from many doctors and nurses. Hank and Ann’s cottage 
was under construction then and drawing was in- 
cluded. Several doctors’ wives wrote Ann telling her 
about the picture and thus began some interesting cor- 
respondence. Mrs. Shackelford St. Louis, Mo., 
casually mentioned her fondness for felines and their cap- 
tivating antics one letter and this was mutual ground 
for the exchange pictures, anecdotes and clippings about 
cats that each had collected. 

mid-April Dr. and Mrs. Shackelford drove South 
witness the Spring festivals Mississippi and Louisiana 
and also call Hank, Ann and their Persian pussy, 
Missy. Incidentally the Shackelfords saw bit the hos- 
pital, met the STAR staff and some our medical staff, 
too. 


“Rast east and west west,” but the breach was par- 
tially spanned April 16, when REV. XAVIER 
THANI NAYAGAM journeyed from the East, Tutic- 
orin, South India, the West, Carville. Brotherhood 
man universal was exemplified when met with open 
arms our Hindu comrade Singh, naturalized American 
for half century, who patient here. Their conversa- 
tion was English neither could understand the Indian 
dialect the other. 


All who have been surgery patients the New 
Marine Hospital were happy see NANCY 
AMERICA MATUS, ELSIE HEFFRON, 
PATRICIA McCABE and MAY DELL RODRICK, 
nurses, that hospital. Misses Trippi and Matus have 
fourth floor duty and have worked with all our pa- 
tients who the highest praise for their attentive 
nursing. They slipped off get their first look our plan- 
tation and brought their friends along. 


The Secretary for Canada the British Mission Lep- 
ers, Rev. King, Toronto, together with his wife 
and son, Paul, signed our guest book April Our res- 
ident Protestant Chaplain Clifton Rash, brought these in- 
teresting visitors see us. Rev. King explained that 
had taken his present position only recently and was 
eager learn all could about Hansen’s disease. 

Because his appointment recent, did not ask 
him why the British Mission has not followed the lead 
the American Mission which dropped the “odious word” 
from their title. note the current issue THE IN- 
TERNATIONAL JOURNAL LEPROSY 
“It understood that the British Mission Lepers does 
not contemplate any such change because the confusion 
that would caused the minds the contributing pub- 
lic and otherwise.” 


Our latest visitor has his roots Hawaii where his fami- 
settled 1828 but his heart goes out patients with 
Hansen’s disease all over the world. That Lawrence 
Judd, Director the Division Hospitals and Settle- 
ment the Board Health, Territory Hawaii, who, 
with Mrs. Judd, arrived here May for three day visit. 
complete review Mr. Judd’s visit will appear 
next month’s STAR. 


KEY SPORTS 


Sam Faamao drives 315 yards with the help tail wind off No. tee. 


Carville’s inter-mural golf match was played May 
under blistering sun which failed match the torrid 
pace set the visiting team. Three the invaders, 
Loeffler, Frank Clark, and Mart Jordan, are also members 
the Louisiana State University golf team while the 
fourth was Emile Zachariah, three times city champ 
Baton Rouge. 

The local quartet linksmen, Sammy Faamao, Kent, 
Cap Hernandez and Sylvester Anita, under the Nassau 
scoring system, dropped the match 15-3. Zachariah, Loeff- 
ler and Clark tied for medalist honors with 70’s while low 
man for the Carville team was the present champ, Faamao, 
with 71. 

the lead foursome both Loeffler and Faamao were 
long off the tee, averaging about 265 yards with their drives. 
This distance considered exceptional the heavy moist 
atmosphere. Zachariah, who was paired against Faamao, 
kept pace using beautiful approach shots with enough back 
spin hold the ball the very hard greens. Both men 
putted exceptionally well with the local boy one-putting 
seven greens and the visitor six. 

Feature the Loeffler-Kent clash was the sinking 
twenty foot putt from down hill lie giving Loeffler 
birdie No. Kent had trouble all day with new set 
extra heavy clubs which has since exchanged disgust. 

the second foursome the sharp-shooting Hernandez 
was pitted against L.S.U’s Frank Clark and Cap proceeded 
drop each shot directly the center the X-marks 
had previously laid out his game strategy. Although 
was one after the first nine holes fluffed one shot 
the second nine while Clark blew very hot take the 
match. 

Anita shook off shaky start play fine golf but failed 
one stroke match the precision his opponent, 
Mart Jordan. 

twenty mile southwest wind, plus the strain their 
first competitive team match, proved too great obstacle 
for the local group overcome their battle against the 
the competitive-wise opponents. The match was arranged 
through the cooperation Bill Williams, sports writer 
for the Baton Rouge State Times, Mike Barbato, L.S.U. 
golf coach, and the team, four very fine players. 
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Going school can fun, even when one much 
older. had wanted enroll correspondence course 
journalism and was told lacked certain school credits 
the states. What was do? The chance came when 
high school was opened the hospital November 
last year. However, several obstacles presented them- 
the lack teachers, which budget did not permit, 
the sad lack space and school facilities. the ad- 
ministration decided take only those who are children, 
the belief that the younger ones come first. therefor 
applied for correspondence course and decided take 
Latin and mathematics head start. the interim, 
became quite ill and had lay aside books. was 
reluctant let time this way and desire learn 
and keep sensibly busy was making and un- 
happy. After talking over with Mr. Rickman and over- 
riding any obstacles that have way presenting them- 
selves (why that all good things carry obstacles with 
them?), was told may attend class. wanted others 
share this opportuity and asked several people but only 
three were interested. And this how all began. Now 
high school with several other adults, great deal 
younger than am. first day school was uncomfort- 
able, both for myself well the others. The boys were 
shy having someone considerably older than they were 
the classes, and was shy because everyone else seemed 
like child me. But the days progressed, that spirit 
camaraderie which ever present within the confines 
schoolroom, made itself felt. was child again, 
one them, sharing the same thrills getting “A”, 
feeling the same humiliations failure come the 
teacher’s expectations. Miss Wintz wonderful per- 


JOEY 


son and teacher and does lot encourage all class, 
including myself; for the classroom, was one the 
children. not easy back school after ab- 
sence many years, but there about schoolroom the 
essence home and family, which one loses living 
hospital. Schoolwork stimulates the mind, and the com- 
panionship children has innocent joy and clean living 
attached which hospital environment can never give. 
very happy back school only for these 
reasons, and grateful for the opportunity learn. 


Joey (left) and Miss Wintz solving problem 


Square Dance Proves Students Not “Square” 


May was proclaimed Albert’s Day. Most visitors know 
Albert. one THE STAR’s press room crew. 
Albert both deaf and mute, although some the pa- 
tients are teaching him speak and becoming quite 
articulate. 

couple boys from the Louisiana School for the 
Deaf met Albert when they visited here several weeks ago, 
and May 10, seventy-five students and their instructors 
arrived for more complete view Carville. 

For two weeks Albert prepared greet his comrades 
silence. was waiting the infirmary when their busses 
drove directed them parking places his own 
choosing and was shaking hands with the drivers before 
they could turn off the ignitions and generally showing his 
pleasure trying the impossible being with each 
the three groups twenty-five their tour the 
community. 

Following their tour the visitors entertained with 
exhibition square dancing. The girls gowned full 
colonial costumes, patterned after the dress Louisiana’s 
famous Evangeline, with pantaloons peeking from beneath 
their skirts and the boys slightly less formal attire 
peg-bottom trousers and blue sash waist bands. 

The group had learned square dancing rhythm 
class and had exhibited their graceful swirls guest 
nerformers the Houston Spring Festival and have now 
heen invited dance Dallas, Texas, the musicians 
union. Four calls featured their dancing here and the 
grace and flawless execution the steps the flowing 
direction sign language the caller had all the audience 
agog. 

There are 260 students the Louisiana State School for 
the Deaf ranging age from six twenty-one. di- 


THE 


rected Mr. Kenneth Huff and includes courses 
clothing seamstress, domestic science, beauty culture, 
photography, and art its curriculum. 

The tours through the community were planned and 


directed the public relations committee the Patients’ 
Federation. 


Missouri Students “Shown” 


There lot truth the old saying that people from 
Missouri have shown. Take the thirty-one seniors 
from the Greenfield, Mo., high school who came here 
see for themselves after reading article the New York 
Times. The Times article included Carville suggested 
southern itinerary interesting places visit. 

The young Missourians toured this hospital May 13, 
headed their principal, Mr. Robert Barnwell, and Miss 
Charlotte Welch the English department. Lee Bryan’s 
Patients’ Federation public relations committee took over. 
The visitors saw the place, winding the theatre, where 
they heard transcription The Ghost and the Bell, 
followed lively question and answer period. 

The Missouri group, traveling chartered bus, was 
1800 mile Spring vacation trip made possible 
the cooperation Greenfield civic clubs. route they 
stopped Little Rock and Natchez. prospect was two 
day sight-seeing tour New Orleans. 
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THE EDUCATIONAL FRONT 


HORNBOSTELS TAKE HEMPSTEAD STORM 


It’s election year and Major and Mrs. Hans Horn- 
bostel are ringing door bells, shaking hands, making 
speeches, meeting their neighbors and making friends. The 
story this couple, their lives, their fight against the ig- 
norance Hansen’s disease and their planned campaign 
out and lick the prejudice and opposition which 
faces discharged patients and show those remaining that 
can done told Roger Butterfield the May is- 
sue Collier’s. 

Hempstead, Long Island, became the battle ground with 
the misinformed targets, and has been turned into 
focus for education Hansen’s disease. County Health 
Commissioner, Dr. Eagle Brown; New York City 
health officials; the State Department Health Albany 
and specialist who treating her, all stood encourag- 
ingly behind Mrs. Hornbostel her return normal 
life. “The newspapers were big help, especially News- 
day, published Hempstead, which carried sympathetic 
interviews and up-to-date medical information lep- 
rosy (or Hansen’s disease, many physicians and med- 
ical journals now call it). were the Women’s Clubs, 
service groups and American Legion posts the net- 
work good-sized towns which make central Long 
Island. All them, seemed, wanted hear the Horn- 
bostels firsthand. And all who listened went away con- 
the Hornbostel’s two main points. That leprosy, 
properly treated, less feared than tuberculosis 
any other mildly contagious disease. And that forcible 
segregation, practiced most the U.S., not only un- 
necessary but harmful and cruel patients.” 

Those who were familiar with the Major while was 
here, knew him battler against adversities and 
lier’s recounts the following story the Major mo- 
rale booster while Japanese prison camp. “Disgust 
and humiliation and frustration all the emotions that 
with lost morale— were killing off his fellow prisoners 
almost visibly their starvation diet polished rice. 
Out whole cloth the major started rumor that Henry 
Ford had announced would give new car every man 
who came out the camp alive. ‘At first they all jumped 
and called liar,’ recalls, with chuckle. 
‘Then they started going around and telling one another 
was true. And before the day was over they were mak- 
ing cards out pieces paper and playing poker for 
their new cars!’” could write sequel this, for al- 
though the Major could sometimes found drowning his 
own frustrations, and ours, cup coffee the Can- 
teen, always had million and one stories ready for 
any one else who might feeling mighty low. 

Few but their closest associates knew the couple’s 
wide background interest, marine, soldier, ex- 
plorer, archaeologist Pacific islands, magazine ex- 
ecutive, gold-mine superintendent and engineer; she 
poet, scientist, illustrator, housewife and mother. After 
World War the Major collected the flora and fauna 
the South Seas for the Bishop Museum Honolulu. Mrs. 
often accompanied him these field trips, making 
sketches the plants their natural settings before they 
were packed for transit the museum. Their work 
naturalists was plainly evident the landscaping their 
cottage here. When showing visitors around the hospital 
always passed the Hornbostel’s cottage, made the in- 
troductions and then sat back enjoy surprise lecture 
which never failed delight the visitors and myself. 
might botany, the magnificent oaks Louisiana, 
archaeological ruins the South Seas exchange 
risque stories which would turn sailor green with envy. 

proudly point Mrs. Gertrude Hornbostel 


graduate from Carville and alumna THE STAR. 
number the Major, too, alumnus because has shared 
the problems Hansen’s disease and out this hospi- 
tal. “It would easy now—and perfectly possible—for the 
Hornbostels relax and enjoy life behind their garden 
fence. Mrs. Hornbostel could work her poetry and 
pictures again, and the Major could start the mem- 
oirs wants write someday. But that, they feel, would 
letting their friends Carville down. They have won 
their victory Long Island, but there are still Amer- 
states where the medieval approach leprosy 
written into the laws, with segregation and ostracism and 
tragedy the inevitable results.” 


EDUCATION CURE FOR LEPROPHOBIA 


“Leprosy rare disease Illinois. Nevertheless, 
are always interested helping eliminate the irrational 
leprophobia which exists today. 

incurable; not something ashamed of. Since 
horror too often associated with the disease, 
that public health workers call ‘Han- 

These statements, appeared the April issue 
Illinois Health Messenger and, were condensation 
article Matilda McLaren, which originally appeared 
Classmate. Miss McLaren, former editor the 
uses facts back her statements and quotes 
the following excerpt from THE STAR, “This paper, and 
all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital. 
This done only gesture respect the uncon- 
and not because there any scientific necessity 

it. 

wish call special attention Miss McLaren’s 
concluding remark, “Perhaps someday such respect for 
ignorance will not necessary.” THE STAR has long 
held that truth should not subsidized public ignorance 
and that the ignorant could quickly educated the 
medically informed would seek mold public opinion 
rather than cowering before its plastic docility. 

H.R. 
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Further Facts 


Despite the fact that among the many leprosaria scattered 


throughout the world thousands well workers, religious and 
lay have been daily association with the patients, the in- 


cidence infection very small. some these cases reas- 
onable doubt existed whether the individual acquired 


the much publicized case Father Damien his biograph- 
ers assert that “The good fathcr never took any precautions 
against infection but lived continuously under unhygienic 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years without 


contracting the disease. 


the infection the leprosarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the countr 
1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 


existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities tuberculosis, the tubercle bacillus. single organisms 


have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, impossible for the “Laboratory” distinguish between 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- the two germs 
cians, etc., with but one possible exception native this 


endemic section) not single member the personnel has 


Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, York and Vermont and patients those states are 


ing that this hospital located almost within the heart but the patient subject “NO RESTRIC- 


most endemic section the most endemic state the Union TIONS.” down, go) 
and one would expect more cases develop sheer coin- 


cidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 
record? 


* 

man woman may remain perfect physical health for 
years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the patients now 
Carville could sit unnoted any social gathering. 

‘The condition which should officially known disease some other scientifically accurate and descriptive 
name called “leprosy” because erroneous translation the Bible. The Greek word “lepra” had been used the 
writings attributed Hippocrates refer vague group scaly conditions the skin regarded having serious im- 
portance. The translators the Hebrew Testament into Alexandrian Greek (the Septuagint) about 100 B.C. used the 


word lepra their effort find Greek equivalent for “Zaraath.” The writers the New Testament followed the example 
the Greek Septuagint. The confusion between the Biblical and modern use the word “leprosy” cause suffering 
thousands people throughout the world. 


Even superficial reading the thirteenth chapter Leviticus sufficient convince any physician that the six seven 
conditions which are defined under the Hebrew word “Zaraath” had nothing common with what called “leprosy” today. 
The repeated expression throughout the Old Testament, leprous snow, may applied vitiligo psoriasis but 
could never any acrobatics the imagination applied toinfection with Hansen’s bacillus. 


The most characteristic features infection with Hansen’s bacillus (such nerve involvement with loss sensation 


the extremities) are nowhere mentioned. The description leprosy garments and leprosy houses should conclusive 
proof that “Zaraath” not the name disease and certainly not the disease that call leprosy. 


The clue the significance this condition among the ancient Hebrews found the numerous cases which 
leprosy described being affliction which the result Divine displeasure (as the case Miriam) being 


sign Divine power (as the case Moses) being miraculously cured bathing the Jordan (as the case 


The word leprosy quite obviously was applied not disease the skin but mark blemish which rendered the 
person ritualistically unclean. 


One important feature leprosy described the New Testament confirms the view that was thought essentially 
mark taboo. Other diseases the New Testament are described “cured.” Leprosy, however, des- 
cribed being “cleansed.” 


When this simple, and believe, true explanation Biblical leprosy understood and accepted, great step will 
taken toward the elimination the irrational leprophobia today. 


Dr. Lendrum, Assistant Professor Medicine, University Illinois, College Medicine, Chicago; Dr. Everest 
McEwen, Rush Medical College, Chicago; The Jewish Encylopedia, Vol. VIII: and other authoritative sources. 
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